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 INTRODUCTION

 
The two years covered by this report have seen an unprecedented 
increase in the number of papers which have been published using 
data collected at SNBL. A total of well over two hundred peer-
reviewed publications are listed in this report for the period 2009-
2010. We have also recently passed the milestone of one thousand 
papers published since the beginning of operation of the Swiss-
Norwegian beamline. The management of SNBL would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our staff for all their efforts over the years, 
and to congratulate our user community for their extraordinary level 
of scientific output. The successful mix of scientific techniques 
available on the Swiss-Norwegian beamline has made SNBL into 
one of the most productive beamlines at the ESRF. 
Following the signing some years ago of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Dutch-Belgian beamline at the ESRF, 
we are pleased to announce that a further collaboration agreement 
has been established between SNBL and MaxLab. The new MoU 
regulates the technical, scientific and administrative areas to be 
covered by this collaboration, including the exchange of in-house 
research beamtime, the possibilities of staff exchanges and visits 
between the two institutes, and the development of new equipment 
which may be of common interest. SNBL has already been host to 
visiting scientists from MaxLab, and we look forward to continuing 
this fruitful collaboration.  
After the extensive upgrade of the infrastructure of the beamline 
during 2007 and 2008, the last two years has been both a time of 
consolidation for SNBL and also of preparation for some major new 
investments. In line with the recommendations of the Committee of 
the Future presented in November 2008, the management of SNBL 
has put forward a roadmap for investment in new detectors for 
diffraction experiments and in improving the optics for EXAFS. 
Grant requests totaling about €1M for a new large area detector and 
associated equipment have been submitted to the Swiss National 
Science Foundation and to the Norwegian Research Council. The 
Swiss NSF has already reacted favorably, and the result of the 
grant request to the NRC is still pending. The SNX Council has also 
approved spending on a new CCD detector for the KM6 
diffractometer, and investment will shortly begin on new optics for 
the EXAFS. The management and staff of SNBL are firmly 
committed to maintain and improve the scientific capabilities of the 
beamline, and we are grateful both to our national research 
agencies and to the SNX Council for their continuing support and 
for the provision of the necessary financial resources.  
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